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Brief summary of the book 

Theories of linguistic justice refer to theories within analytic political philosophy that establish the 
ethical and political principles that should guide institutional responses to linguistic diversity 
(Kymlicka, 1995; Patten, 2014; Van Parijs, 2011). These debates mainly address questions of fairness 
in the distribution of linguistic resources, rights, recognition and/or power within linguistically diverse 
societies. Thus, they aim to determine how political institutions can fairly manage language policies 
and planning. However, these theories have not yet systematically incorporated concerns related to the 
rise of Artificial Intelligence (AI).  

We have entered a new era of state-of-the-art AI technologies spearheaded by the active 
implementation of large language models (LLMs), which refer to a type of generative artificial 
intelligence systems, which are trained on incredibly large data sets that allow them to process, predict 
and, importantly, generate texts that mimic human language. These LLMs-based AI technologies (e.g., 
ChatGPT, Bert, GenAI, Meta AI, etc.) are evaluated as providing unprecedented linguistic performance 
and are being implemented in many spheres of society. However, the implementation of these new AI 
technologies presents urgent moral and political problems related to language. For instance, many LLM 
services are found to provide unequal representation of different linguistic groups. A study shows how 
LLMs depict non-standard varieties of English in either stereotypical or demeaning ways (Fleisig et al., 
2024). This is due to unclean data sets on which LLMs are often trained, which are saturated with sexist, 
racist, xenophobic and, importantly, linguistic biases (Carbajal-Carrera, 2024; Gupta et al., 2022; Zou 
& Schiebinger, 2018). Moreover, evidence shows that LLMs provide better quality of service to the 
linguistically dominant groups than to linguistic minority groups. In fact, most data sets are in dominant 
languages of the world (e.g., English, Spanish, French, etc.) and leave out minority languages. For 
instance, Falbo and LaCroix (2022) explain that the data used to train ‘ChatGPT-3 is predominantly 
English, including 45% of HTML pages in the Common Crawl Dataset and the entire English-language 
Wikipedia’ (Carbajal-Carrera, 2024, p. 342). Problematically, these issues often mirror power 
imbalances and hierarchical relations manifest among diverse linguistic groups, contributing to ways in 
which particular linguistic groups, or particular (variants of) languages, are prioritized, resourced, and 
represented, ultimately affecting individuals’ linguistic autonomy, relations, attitudes, and choices. In 
short, many of the issues that arise due to state-of-the-art AI technologies clearly illustrate power 
relations among linguistic groups, as “power is exercised through AI” too, to quote Coeckelbergh (2022: 
124). This means that when LLMs-led AI technology (e.g., automatic machine translation systems) is 
implemented in multilingual public spheres as aids for democratic deliberation, issues of fairness, 
equality, and human dignity could be raised.   

This book therefore aims to identify what problems arise due to LLMs’ successful 
implementation in our societies and what mitigations are required to ensure their future advancement.  

 

Workshop funded by: the Faculty and Department of Philosophy of the University of Barcelona and 
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Programme 
 
Workshop dynamic: Discussants have 15 minutes (maximum) each to give substantial feedback in order 
to, in turn, have fruitful discussion with the authors and all the participants.   
 
09.30-10.00 Welcome coffee and breakfast (Faculty of Philosophy cafeteria) 
 
10:00-10:10 Welcome and introductions 
  Sergi Morales-Gálvez (Universitat de Barcelona) 
 
10:10-10:40 Authors’ overview of the book  
  Seunghyun Song (Tilburg University) 

Sergi Morales-Gálvez (Universitat de Barcelona) 
Moderator: Jordi Fairhurst (Universitat de les Illes Balears) 
  

10:45-11:00 Chapter 1 – Linguistic justice and AI ethics 
Discussant: Yael Peled (Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic 
Diversity).  

 
11.00-11.30 Questions from the floor, author’s response and discussion 
 
11.30-12.00 Coffee break 
 
12:00-12:30 Chapter 2 – Bias, LLMs and linguistic dignity 

Discussants: Philippe Van Parijs (Université Catholique de Louvain) and Barend de 
Rooij (Tilburg University).  

 
12:30-13:00 Questions from the floor, author’s response and discussion 
 
13:00-15:00 Lunch Break (Faculty of Philosophy cafeteria) 
 
15:00-15:30 Chapter 3 – LLMs and the democratic state 

Discussant: Andrew Shorten (University of Limerick) and Josep Lluís Martí 
(Universitat Pompeu Fabra).  

 
15.30-16:00 Questions from the floor, author’s response and discussion 
 
16.00-16.30 Coffee break 
 
16:30-17:00 Chapter 4 – LLMs and access to social goods 

Júlia Porta Boada (Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya) and Kasper Lippert-
Rasmussen (Aarhus University).  

 
17.00-17.30 Questions from the floor, author’s response and discussion 
 
17.30-17.35 Final remarks, discussion about future collaborations  
 
17:35  CLOSE 
 
20.00  Dinner at La Dolça Herminia (Carrer de les Magdalenes 27, Barcelona) 
 


